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INTRODUCTION 

Wben Americans think of their folk songs, they tend to think of a vast 
body of musk familiar to themselves and their friends and neighbors. 
These are the songs sung to the children, learned in school. or whistled at 
work and play. Here is mu,,:;;ic as diverse and vital as the people from which 
it springs. It is a body of work that includes favorites that are generations 
old-... often music that can be traced back to the fah.way lands that were 
the ancestral homes of the American family. In one way or another! all the 
songs in this new collection form an intrinsic part of this colorful, extra
ordinarily diverse American culture. 

Here are arrangements for guitarists at every level-from the beginning 
student to the con;;:ert artist. For the less experienced musician, I've added 
simplified chord symbols above the tablature. These will help the player to 
better understand the implied harmonies of the music. And, to create a less 
intricate, easily manageable texture in the arrangements, I've avoided the 
more complex inversions and extensions. 

Perhaps this diversified menu of folk-song favorites-drawn from an 
immense body of music-will inspire the player to explore this wonderful 
source and the musical and performance possibilities it presents to all 
of us. 

David Nadal 
Queens, New York, 20m 
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All the Pretty Little Horses 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 
With a sad tenderness, somewhat freely (J = ca. 90) Lullaby of the South 
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Amazing Grace 
A"anged by' 
Belinda L Reynolds/Nadal 

Flowing (J ~ 74) 
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Bad Man Ballad 
Arranged by: 

Guy Capuzzo INadal 
r3~ 

Slow and heavy (J = 70) n = J jl 
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Aura Lee 
Arranged by: 
:\1are Mellits 

Tenderly (J = ca. 86) Serenade 
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Barbara Allen 
Arn>nged 1>;, 
Randa Kirshb.um 

Gracefully (ca. J = 100) Child Ballad 
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Att",g<d b}" 
David Nadal 

r 
B7 

~-- . 

~ 

Beautiful Dreamer 

With a graceful lilt (J. = ca. 70) Stephen C. Foster 
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Billy Boy 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 
Quickly (J = ca. 80) Song of the Southern Mountaineers 

pont d 
II .. ~ 11 '1 I I I ' .. I I I 1 • I ! 0',' : 

f' mp 3-

A 
'" "!fi mp 

A. ~ I I I i 1 31 l 1 
---~ .. -

IV ~ :e: 1 o· .... 
h'7 

--......... -.. ---

1fi:: ~ ········d J J .. 

~J pt· m 

, 
1 .. 

i lJ 'J J .. 
j 

. • I .. 
3" ... t r-

Bmi E7 A 

..... . .. -

... .... 
A/E E7 A 
~ 

.~ .••.. 
~ ::::::Im] ii

m 
~ I ·14; mmJ 

II 
1 : ! 



Black Is the Color 
To my daughter, Mia Slum 

Anang<clby, 

Mark Delpriora 
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Appalachian Song 
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The Blood-Strained Banders 
Arranged bY' 
DavidN.dal 

IProbably meant '1$ "Blood-stained bandits" -a rolorlul image in the verooof this rare spiritual.) 
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Blow the Man Down 
Arranged by: 
D.vidN.dal 
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Arranged by; 
David Nadal 

Blue Tail Fly 
'Jimmy Crack Corn' 

Reflective and rhetoric (J = ca. 100) 
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Brother John 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 

Simply and clearly (J = 88) Children's Round 
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Camptown Races 
Arranged by: 

DavidN.d.l 

Cheerfully id .. 80) Stephen C. Foster 
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Careless Love 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 
Waltz (d. = 50) Kentucky Mountains 
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Ammgedby. 

DavidNadal 

Charlie Is My Darling 

Playfully, but with a certain sense of tragedy (J. = ca. 108) 
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"""'sed by' 
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Clementine 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 

Flowing, sadly (J = 74) Percy Montross 
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Cumberland Gap 
Arrnngerl by: 

David Nadal 

Quickly and with spirit (d = SO) Appalachian Song 
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Deep River 
Amngedby: 
David Nadal 

Slowly (J = 66) 
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Down by the Riverside 
Anangedby. 
David Nadal 

Swaying along (J = co., 92) 
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Down in the Valley 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 
Plaintive (ca. J = 124) Appalachian Serenade 
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Go Down, Moses 
Arranged by; 

David Nadal 

Evocative <.i = ca. 72) 
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Arranged bY' 
David Nadal 

Go Tell Aunt Rhody 

Sweetly (.J = ca. 88) 
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Mechanically (J = J throughout) 
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Arranged by; 

Greg Baker 
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Hush, Little Baby 
Arranged by: 
David Nadal 

Tenderly (J = ca. 88) Appalachian Lullaby 
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A...-anged by, 

David Nadal 
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John Henry 
Arranged by: 

DavidN.dal 

Bright, heavy and soulful (J = 120) Work BaUad 
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I've Been Workin' on the Railroad 
Arranged by; 
David Nadal 

Bright and well mea8t11'ed (J = 120) 
Play the melody with p. 
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Little Brown Jug 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 

Merrily (J = SO) 
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Arranged by: 

Walter Jacobs 

II. 

f' 

.r-

r 

c 

,. I 

G 

My Old Kentucky Home 

Nostalgically (J = 76) 
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Oh! Susanna 
Arranged by: 
David Nadal 

Bright and quick (J = 96+) Stephen C. Foster 
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Never Said a Mumblin' Word 

Spiritual 

II (j 

<rJl I 
:I. I 

fW 
i: 01 t\ "~ .J .:1 0 

Ii ~® ~ If -'\ 
f 

E7 A Ami B7 E 

.. 

I 

-

f 
pponL ... 

I 
Ami E Ami 

\!V 

t-"l~'i-"]I 
r r 
~ 

E F E E7 Ami 

I ::~ J~ · I; · · · I :+ .. ; ._ .. '. I: . =J1--1 



Ammgalby, 

David Nadal 

Polly Wolly Doodle 

With spirit (d '" 80) 
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Pop Goes the Weasel 
Ammgedby' 
David Nadal 

Playfully (J, = 104) 
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Arranged by: 

David Nadal 
With a lilt (J = 72) 
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She'll Be Comin' 'Round the Mountain 

Bright (.d ,,100+) 
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She'll Be Comin' 'Round the Mountain 
Arranged by: "The Encore Version" 
David Nadal 
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Arumged bY' 

DavidNadal 

, 

Shenandoah 

Slowly and lyrically (ca. J = 72) 

-
p~ 

Appalachian Ballad 
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Shortnin' Bread 
Arranged by: 
David Nadal 
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With bounce and swing n = J 1> Song of the South 
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Simple Gifts 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 

Bright (d : 72) Shaker Hymn 
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Skip to My Lou 
Arranged bY' 
David Nadal 

Joyfully (J = 100) 
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Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child 
Arranged by: 

David Nadal 
Mournfully and rhetorically 

. 
A 

f' 
._ ...... 

® 3 
® 3 "1' ® 

'" '" '" N.C. 
........ --_ .. 

. ............... __ . 

Slow, steady and thick: like a dirge (J = ca. 60) 
I>Vll············· -- -- -_ .... , .. , , ... _. -- "I 

'--3---, 

Iftit~::1 £4 ,S l.f 1 : d iff 'F 
Em! Ami 

... )l j) n 1 j 01 I', oj 01', .1 

. ....... 
~~. . 1 

f® 
117 1 - - of l:T 

F • 
Ami Adim7 B 

-.-.-----~-.-... -.------ ..... ~ .. -
.-.......... -_._-

-~--

® ® U' 

Ami7 B7 
..... __ ..... _-.0. ... 

--····a·· .. ·········· .. ····· 

Em! N.C. 

Spiritual 

. 
_M. 

~3r® 
'" 

....... --

Emi 

I', ~. 01', ~. 01', 

11" 1 

2F 2® 

C Emi 



72 

a tempe 

A J ~ ~ J. ~J. ~ J ~ , !'I _. , ... 

#f I" Ir I" r - , 
"!I' 

u :: .-

Ajldim7 B C Emi Ami1 B7 Emi 
- ..... 

-'8 • • 
. -+. ...... _ ... 

. --

.2.11\, ;1)' ~ !J.;.l ~ 0 , 311 !I ~J ;I"3l ~' !.l ~ 01 ... 
.. ~ 

~ 
.- .... -

-.. - f 
I - (j) 

, - @ - - ... -

f'" i u 

Ami Emi 
....... 

. .. ._M 
....... 

• j)J j)1~-; 11-J I 
\ill 

~ ~. ~ 4 I 0 ~ 
I 

~ 

- ::: I r F'® i>" 
., , ,... p- I 

'" i 
Ami Ajldim7 B C Emi 

... ---

a tempo 

.A.J> •. ,,d .~ o~ 4f1 I 0 
. . J .J I 

@ 
o~ " o~ , = - • 3 J . . ..-.... -... 

" f 11" ... (j) 
, - "'" l ~ u 

"!I ,I ® if ::·-8 
Ami7 B7 Ami6 Emi Aldim7 B7 

" ... -_ .. 
•.. s 

. -.. --- ""--



73 

.~(j)L h .J. 

'" 
J h , ~ 

f> , 
r i" .,. 

:"-
C Emi Ami7 B7 Ami 

, , ...... 

Emi Ami Emi 

- -..,. r 
Ami Mdim7 B Ami 

morendn 
®~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~~ .... ~~ ~~~" .. ~ .. ~ ... ~~~ ...... ~~~~~.~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~ .... ____ ~ ____ ; VII 

, i .;0: ;; ,'= '" 0,"" , ....... 

~ - : .. I -..,. 
ppp"" 

Emi Ami Emi 

E 



74 

Streets of Laredo 
Arranged by: 
David Nadal 

Reflective and sad (J = ell.. 94) Cowboy Ballad 
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Sweet Betsy from Pike 
Arranged by: 
David Nadal 

Playfully (d. ,,75) 
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Arrmgedby. 
DavidN.d.l 

Turkey in the Straw 
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Hammer on with force to get the top note to sound. 
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Thanksgiving Prayer 
Arr~ged bY' 
DavidNad.l 

Reverently (J = ca. 89) 
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Arranged by, 
David Nadal 

Wayfaring Stranger 

Not fast (.I = ca. 96) 
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Appalachian Lament 
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When Johnny Comes Marching Home 
Arranged by:: 

DavidN.dal 

Glorious and mean (J. = 100) Patrick S. Gilmore 
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Ammged~ 

David Nadal 
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Yankee Doodle 

I 
March tempo (d = 120) Revolutionary War Song 
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Amazing Grace 
For Two Guitars 

Flowing (J - 74) Spiritual 
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Black-eyed Susie 
~by' 
David Nadal 

Fast (J = 124+) 
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Alnerican 
Folk Songs 
for Guitar 
Transcribed, Edited and Arranged 

by David N ada! 
This colorful new anthology of guitar music contains 49 best-loved American 
folk songs from all corners of the country, from the Deep South to New England, 
from Appalachia to Gold Rush California. Every song has been specially tran
scribed, arranged, edited, and newly engraved for guitarists at all levels , in 
an easy-to-use combination of traditional notation and guitar tablature with 
simplified chord symbols. As a bonus, two all-time favorites-"Amazing Grace" 
and "Black-eyed Susie" -are included in arrangements for two guitars. 

The co llection includes such perennial favorites as "John Henry," "Simple 
Gifts," and Stephen Foster's incomparable "Beautiful Dreamer." Devotional 
songs like "Go Down, Moses," ~ Amazing Grace," and "Deep River" are here along 
with such sentimental ballads as the timeless "Aura Lee" and "Shenandoah," 
Patriotic songs-"Yankee Dood le" and ~When Johnny Comes Marching 
Home" -share this wonderful edition with the delights and humor of "Blue Tail 
Fly," ~Li ttle Brown Jug," and the Ilke. 

Guitarists, folk singers, and all lovers of America's great traditional music 
will welcome this sturdy, attractively engraved, and affordable treasury of folk 
classics. 

Dover (2001) original compilation of 49 guitar pieces in newly prepared tradi
tional and tablature notation. Original arrangements by David Nadal, with guest 
contributions from arrangers Greg Baker, Guy Capuzzo, Mark Delpriora, Walter 
Jacobs, Randa Kirshbaum, Marc Mellits , and Belinda L. Reynolds. Alphabetical 
Index. 96pp. 9 x 12. Paperbound. 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

EAsy ClASSICS FOR GUITAR, DAvid Nadal (ed.). l28pp. 9 x 12. 41177-X Pa. $9.95 
GUITAR ClASSICS, David Nadal (ed.). 160pp. 9 x 12. 406334 Pa. $12.95 
TI~E AMERICAN SONG TRfASURY: 100 FAVORm:S, Theodore Raph. 416pp. 8Jt x II. 25222-1 

Pa. $15.95 
AMERICAN BAllADS ANI) FOl.K SoNGS, John A. Lomax and Alan Lomax. 672pp. 5~ x 8Jf. 

28276-7 Pa. $15.95 
SoNGS OF THE GREAT AMERICAN WEST, Irwin Silber (ed.). 352pp. 8X x II. 28704-1 

Pa. $14.95 

Free Dover Music Catalog (59057-7) available upon request. 

See every Dover book in print at 
www.doverpubllcatioDs.com 

.9.95 IN USA 
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